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Welcome to God’s House 
 
The enormous significance of Christ’s suffering, death, and resurrection has always 

been the central focus of Christian worship. After six weeks of 

Lent, the Christian Church year has reached its climax. This is the 

celebration for which we have been preparing throughout Lent. 

We now see what our Savior came to do. In the upper room, we 

see the depths of his love as he institutes the Lord’s Supper and 

gives power to his followers to live out his command. 
 
Just as Ash Wednesday begins Lent, so Maundy Thursday marks 

the end of Lent proper and ushers in the three “holy days” of Christendom. It is more 

than history that we celebrate this evening: the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

extends to the believer the very body and blood of the Savior and declares 

reconciliation through this most personal communion with Jesus. In him, with him, and 

through him, believers are reconciled to God and one another. 
 
 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

Tonight’s service will use portions of Martin Luther’s Small Catechism as responsive readings. 

 
 
Opening Hymn      Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness   CW #311:1-3 
 
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness; leave behind all gloom and sadness. 

Come into the daylight’s splendor; there with joy your praises render 

Unto him whose grace unbounded has this wondrous supper founded. 

Though he reigns above most holy, deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 
Hasten as a bride to meet him, and with loving rev’rence greet him, 

For with words of life immortal he is knocking at your portal. 

Open wide the gates before him, saying, as you there adore him: 
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Grant, Lord, that I now receive you, that I nevermore will leave you. 
 
He who craves a precious treasure neither cost nor pain will measure, 

But the priceless gifts of heaven God to us has freely given. 

Though the wealth of earth were proffered, naught would buy the gifts here offered: 

Christ’s true body, for you riven, and his blood, for you once given. 

 
 
Invocation 
 
M:     In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
 
M: Praise the Lord, all you servants of the Lord who worship here this night in the 

house of the Lord. Lift up your hearts and voices in this sanctuary, and praise the 

Lord. 

C: May the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth, be with us, as he was with our 

fathers; may he never leave us or forsake us. May he turn our hearts to him to 

walk in all his ways. 

 
 
Confession and Absolution 
 
M:     We confess our sins. 

C:     O almighty God, merciful Father, I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to you all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly deserved 

your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am truly sorry for them and 

sincerely repent of them. And I pray you of your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, 

Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being. 
 
M:     Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called servant of the 

Word, announce the grace of God to you. And in the place of and by the 

command of our Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:     Amen. 

 

 



Prayer 
 
M:     Lord Jesus, this holy Thursday was a solemn day for you and is now a sacred day 

for us. As we meditate on what you said and did during the hours before you 

were crucified, help us to hear your Word with understanding and to celebrate 

your Supper with appreciation for what it cost you and for what it means for us. 

Deepen our resolve to reflect your commitment to us in our devotion to you. For 

your name’s sake, who lives and rules with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C:     Amen. 

 
 

The Institution of Holy Communion 
 
M:     What is the sacrament of Holy Communion? 

C:     It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ together with the bread 

and wine, instituted by Christ for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
 
M:     Where is this written? 

C:     The holy Evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the Apostle Paul tell us: The 

Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it, gave it to his disciples and said, “Take and eat. This is my 

body, which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way, 

after supper he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it to them and said, “Drink 

from it, all of you. This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured 

out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

 
 

The Blessings of Holy Communion 
 
M:     How can eating and drinking do such great things? 

C:     That is shown us by these words, “Given and poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.” Through these words we receive forgiveness of sins, life, 

and salvation in this sacrament. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is 

also life and salvation. 

 
 



The Power of Holy Communion 
 
M:     How can eating and drinking do such great things?  

C:     It is certainly not the eating and drinking that does such things, but the words, 

“Given and poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.” These words are the 

main thing in this sacrament, along with the eating and drinking. And whoever 

believes these words has what they plainly say, the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 

The Reception of Holy Communion 
 
M:     Who, then, is properly prepared to receive this sacrament? 

C:     Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good purpose, but he is 

properly prepared who believes these words, “Given and poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins.” But whoever does not believe these words or 

doubts them is not prepared, because the words “for you” require nothing but 

hearts that believe. 

 

C: ♫   Jesus, Sun of life, my Splendor, Jesus, Friend of friends most tender,      

Jesus, Joy of my desiring, Fount of life, my soul inspiring— 

At your feet I cry, my Maker: let me be a fit partaker 

Of this blessed food from heaven for our good, your glory, given. 

 
 
Scripture Reading                1 Corinthians 10:16-17 
 
16 Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of 

Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of 

Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all share 

the one loaf. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 116 
 

 
 

M: I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; 

C: he heard my cry for mercy. 
 
M: Because he turned his ear to me, 

C: I will call on him as long as I live. 
 
M: The LORD is gracious and righteous; 

C: when I was in great need, he saved me. 
 
M: For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death, 

C: my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling. 
 
M: How can I repay the LORD 

C: for all his goodness to me? 
 
M: I will lift up the cup of salvation 

C: and call on the name of the LORD. 

 

 
 

 



Gospel                      Mark 14:12-26 
 
12 On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to 

sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to go 

and make preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 
13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, “Go into the city, and a man carrying a 

jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of the house he enters, ‘The 

Teacher asks: Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my 

disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make 

preparations for us there.” 
16 The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So 

they prepared the Passover. 
17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were reclining at 

the table eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one who is eating 

with me.” 
19 They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?” 
20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with 

me. 21 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who 

betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.” 
22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke 

it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” 
23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all 

drank from it. 
24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to 

them. 25 “Truly I tell you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day 

when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

 

After the Gospel, the congregation says: 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
 

 

 



Hymn         Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior   CW #313 
 

 
 

Sermon                 John 13:1-5, 12-17 

Hands of Humility - Jesus 
 
It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to 

leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 

loved them to the end. 
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son 

of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under 

his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up 

from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his 

waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ 

feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him… 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 

place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me 

‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set 



you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no 

servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 

him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

 
 
Offering                    the offering plate is situated near the exit door 

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. If 

you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
C:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 

us not into  temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 

 

 

The Sacrament 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus has given us a holy supper in which we receive his rue body and 

blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of our faith. In this supper 

we celebrate the gift of his redemption, we bear witness to the fellowship we 

share as confessors of the truth, and we proclaim his death until he returns. 
 
M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 
M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 
 



M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who won the victory for us on the cross and who shares that victory 

with us through his body and blood in this Sacrament of Holy Communion. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy                                      CW #195:1 
 
C: ♫   Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 

God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

              
 
Words of Institution 
 
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the  

of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
 
M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: ♫   Amen. 

 
 
Agnus Dei  
 

 



 
 
                           
Distribution Hymn           Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared   CW #312:1-7 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have prepared this feast for our salvation; 

It is your body and your blood, and at your invitation 

As weary souls, with sin oppressed, we come to you for needed rest, 

For comfort, and for pardon. 
 
Although you did to heav’n ascend, where angel hosts are dwelling, 

And in your presence they behold your glory, all excelling, 

And though your people shall not see your glory and your majesty 

Till dawns the judgment morning, 
 
Yet, Savior, you are not confined to any habitation, 

But you are present ev’rywhere and with your congregation. 

Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, unmoved by any daring hand 

Or subtle craft and cunning. 
 
We eat this bread and drink this cup, your precious Word believing 

That your true body and your blood our lips are here receiving. 

This Word remains forever true, and there is naught you cannot do, 

For you, Lord, are almighty. 
 
Though reason cannot understand, yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is ev’rywhere at once in many places. 

I leave to you how this can be; your Word alone suffices me; 



I trust its truth unfailing. 
 
Lord, I believe what you have said; help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, and let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears refreshes me and stills my fears 

And is my priceless treasure. 
 
Grant that we worthily receive your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

And, truly grieving for our sins, may prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for your grace and day by day may run our race, 

In holiness increasing. 

 
 
After the distribution, the minister says: 

M: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in the 

true faith until life everlasting. Depart in peace. Amen. 

 
 
Song of Thanksgiving                          #312:8 
 
C: ♫   For your consoling supper, Lord, be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place the world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be a blessed comfort unto me 

When living and when dying.  

 
  

The Benediction 
 
M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C: Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn       Go My Children, With My Blessing   CW #332:1, 3 
 
Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing—you are my own. 
 



Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here his tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us for our remaining Holy Week worship opportunities… 

Good Friday Worship  Tomorrow, April 2 at 1:00 or 7:00 p.m. 

Easter Sunrise   Sunday, April 4 at 6:00 a.m.  

Easter Festival Worship  Sunday, April 4 at 7:30 or 9:00 a.m.  

We thank   Judy Lemke, who served as our organist this evening. 
 


